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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

“See, I am making all things new.”  (Revelation 21:5) 

 

God does not start over.  While the birth of the baby Jesus speaks to a new beginning, it is also a con-

tinuation of what God spoke into being through Jesus Christ at the dawning of creation. 

 

God continues to make things new, through the good news spoken by the angel Gabriel to Mary, 

through shepherds who saw and followed the star in the east, and through us as we live out the Christ-

mas message with friends and family, neighbors, and the stranger we are yet to meet. 

Making All Things New is the title and theme of the Advent Reflections Devotional weôve been offering the past several weeks, 

which can serve as a daily devotion for you and is the topic of our Sunday Adult Education during the month of December.  Its 

focus encourages us to take the time to notice all the things God continues to make new in our lives and in the world around us. 

Theyôre available in the narthex or you can see one of the pastors or come to the church office. 

 

Doesnôt it seem that the pace of shopping, writing cards, wrapping, baking and cooking, social engagements, and travel time 

leave us almost too exhausted to dwell in the reason we gather around the manger to begin with?  In the midst of all the   

Christmas chaos and confusion lies Godôs desire to gift us with new life in Christ, seeking for us to trust that God is truly alive 

and working all around us to redeem, renew, and reenergize the world; purely out of love for us, making all things new through 

the gift of Godôs Son. 

 

Again, this is the message we are called to share about Advent and Christmas; we wait, we prepare, we reflect, and we        

celebrate and give thanks for whatôs been given us out of love; Godôs love for us and all creation. 

 

On the weekend of December 11th, an opportunity will be offered for us to share this good news with neighbors, friends, 

family, and those strangers we’ve yet to meet.  Postcards will be provided for you to take with you as you leave the 

Communion rail, hoping you’ll offer them to others with the invitation to join us in worship for Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day services.  There is even space on one side for you to write a small note before you hand deliver it.  If 

you’d like to send it through the mail to someone, you can use the space for an address.  Please take two or three to 

share with others. 

 

God is always up to something, even in you and me.  Even in the busy times of our lives, as we meet ourselves coming and  

going during the Christmas season, God continues to use us; to call us to share Godôs love in what we say and do, even when 

we arenôt aware of it.  Others see the good news of the gift of the baby Jesus in us, too! 

 

Maybe the best Christmas gift we give ourselves and others is to rest back in the arms of God, knowing it is God who is in  

control of our lives if we only offer it to God.  God is all around us offering us peace, love, and hope; making all things new in 

the most mysterious and obvious ways; even through a tiny child born in a manger and nothing has been the same since.  God 

wants us to notice, to see it, and share it, to rejoice in the truth that we can partner in it.  Relax, rest, wait 

and prepare; find joy in the freedom that itôs not about how much we buy or entertain; itôs about how we 

participate in the Christmas story by simply sharing its Good News.  Thatôs the priceless gift that keeps on 

giving.  Have a blessed and joyous Advent and Christmas! 

 

Pastor Laurie  

Pastor Laurie Weis 



PARISH NURSE CORNER... 

Tis the Seasoné 

 

Most of us have begun plans for the holidays - parties to plan and attend, shopping, decorating, and wrapping. Itôs very difficult 

to focus on being healthy during this time. Moderation is probably your best bet.  Eat and drink moderately and try to find at 

least a little time for some exercise. Make the most of the fellowship with loved ones. 

 

Although all the gathering with family and friends is fun and exciting, remember that the real JOY of Christmas is the reason 

for the season, the birth of Christ, Our Savior! 

 

Christmas Blessings to all! 

Your Parish Nurses 

 

ST. LUKE'S BLOOD DRIVE 

The November 16, 2011, blood drive at St. Luke's United Methodist Church was a huge success!  Of 50 donors registered, 

there were 45 whole blood donors, one double red donor, and one platelet donor, for a total of 48 units of blood to help save the 

lives of 138 hospital patients.  These numbers were the highest St. Luke's has ever experienced.  Thanks to all Trinity members 

and friends who participated.  Sharing your blood with others is an amazing and loving gift.  God Bless each of you! 

BLOOD DONOR PROFILE 

Our December Blood Donor Spotlight shines brightly on Marilyn Smith, longtime Trinity member, super chef behind Trinity's  

Meatball and Lefse Dinner for ten years, and an always faithful whole blood donor at NorthSide Churches Blood Drives.  

Marilyn's dad, whose blood type was rare, was often called to donate blood when there was urgent need, and Marilyn decided, 

while just a young girl, that she'd be a donor someday, too.  Marilyn and her husband, Dick, were married at Trinity 56 years 

ago, and together they've raised three sons and two daughters, all of whom were regular foot soldiers at Marilyn's Meatball 

Dinners.  The Smiths are additionally blessed with eight very special grandchildren.  When not busy at home or church, 

Marilyn served 16 years as Secretary at Franklin Elementary School. Currently she's Coordinator of Trinity's Funeral Commit-

tee and chairs the December branch of that group.  Marilyn recently had a pacemaker implanted on her left side, but says that 

won't stop her from being a blood donorðthey can just draw the blood from the arm on her right side.  Thank you, Marilyn 

Smith, for your consistent dedication to our Northside Churches Blood Drives!  You are truly a Trinity angel!  

Joanne AllemandðTrinity Blood Drive Coordinator 

Working for Justice, Praying for Peace, Living in Hope 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

    In Jordan and the Holy Land 

"Ahlan Wa-sahlan," Welcome! 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan & the Holy Land (ELCJHL) are known for its friendliness.  Visitors and pilgrims 

from around the world are welcome in the Holy Land.  The Palestinian Christians have been here since the first Pentecost, 

while the roots of the ELCJHL are from the mid-19th century.  German and English missionaries came to teach and minister to 

the local people. 

Today, we have five congregations in Jerusalem, Ramallah, and the Bethlehem area; and one in Amman, Jordan.  The churches 

in Amman and Ramallah are made up largely of families of refugees who fled their homes at the time of the tragic wars that 

followed the formation of Israel. We also operate four schools and four education programs. 

Presented by: 

        Mary Lathrop 

        Mission Interpreter 



HAITI ADULT MISSION TRIP UPDATE!  

Prayers are appreciated for Karen Dieringer, Kelly Mayer, Sue Swim and Pastor Laurie as they 

will be flying out of Minneapolis on January 11 th for Haiti and returning January 18 th.  They will be 

ÙÌÊÌÐÝÐÕÎɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÚÖÖÕɯÈÚɯÛÖɯÞÏÈÛɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛÚɯÛÏÌàɀÓÓɯÉÌɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌËɯÞÐÛÏȮɯÚÖɯÚÛÈàɯÛÜÕÌËȵ   Thanks!  

Children’s Clothes Closet has moved; we would love to have your help with this ministry. 

éé.I was naked and you gave me clothing.  Matthew 25:36 

The Childrenôs Clothes Closet serves the students of the Northside Elementary School, Franklin and Roosevelt 

Campuses, (age 4 years ï 5th grade) who are in need of clothing.  Right now the greatest needs are girlôs jeans 

size 8-12 and winter items such as snow pants, coats, mittens, etc.  The closet is open every Wednesday from 4-7 

p.m. 

The response from everyone so far has been great!  But we will need steady donations to keep it up and running.  We really 

have a chance to make a difference right here in our neighborhood.  To see the look on a childôs face when they get a ñnewò 

coat is priceless.  Some have been able to see this many times already.  If you can give a little time to this it would be greatly 

appreciated.  We can use help on Wednesday nights or any time stocking and sorting clothes. 

The Clothes Closet is now located in the lower level of the Education Wing and is always in need of donations of new or gently 

used items for elementary aged children.  If you have any questions please contact Mark Mitchell (386-5699) Bill and Bev 

Schilla (784-0416) or Kelly Mayer (769-0493) and if you would like to volunteer call Kim Mitchell (386-5641). 
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BOXES OF 2012 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 

Starting the weekend of December 3/4 and continuing through the month of January your 2012 boxes of church 

envelopes will be in the Narthex. **If you didn’t pick up your envelopes for 2011 you may not be aware that every-

one was given new envelope numbers in 2010** Please check the alphabetical lists available on the table if you 

arenôt sure of your envelope number. If you have a relative, friend or neighbor that is a shut-in it would be a wonder-

ful act of kindness if you could pick up their box of envelopes and deliver it to them. Even a brief visit to drop them 

off is so appreciated by our members who canôt get to church. 

AMOS UPDATE  

Would you like to know what AMOS has been doing over the past several months?  If so, check the narthex for the 

ÓÈÛÌÚÛɯÊÖ×àɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ ,.2ɀɯÕÌÞÚÓÌÛÛÌÙȭɯɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚȮɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ ,.2ɯ"ÖÙÌɯ3ÌÈÔɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯ

(Mark Mitchell, Bill Schilla, Deb Keller, Janet Loy -Minor, Sharon Olson) or Pastor Laurie.  Thanks! 

HEALING THROUGH GRIEF GROUP: Winter 2011/2012 Series 

A free and confidential Healing Through Grief Group Series is offered Mondays from 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm in the 

Rose Conference Room located on the second floor of the La Crosse Campus Hospital (St. Francis Building). You 

are invited to attend any part of the series at any time. Each session includes an educational topic and a time to share 

with others also experiencing grief. Please call 608-785-0940, ext. 22218 for additional information. One-on-one 

free and confidential support is also available from a Franciscan Healthcare chaplain with specialized training in 

grief. 

  December 5 Grief with Our Family and Friends 

  December 19 Tasks in Healthy Mourning 

  A look ahead to 2012: 

  January 2 Creative Expression Through Music 

  January 16 Differences Between Grieving and Depression 



To my Trinity family,  
 

In this month that brings us a day called Thanksgiving, I have been reflecting about what I am 
thankful for.    Here are just a few of the multitudes of big and little reasons I say prayers of thanks 
every day.   

Being a part of Trinity Lutheran Church for the last twelve plus years, I have come to realize just 
how important a faith family is to me, and my gratitude to the Lord for landing me here is profound.   

Within this church family there is no end to the things I am thankful for.  The devoted members 
who serve on our church council and its various committees enrich me continuously.  The volunteers 
who step up to the plate with both time and financial support whenever a project is at hand never cease 
to amaze me.  The teachers, shepherds, program leaders, and volunteers in our Sunday school and Lit-
tle Leaps programs are a blessing to our congregation that I simply cannot express enough thanks for.  
Our dedicated music leaders, musicians and choirs bring faith to life in incredibly uplifting ways every 
week.  And our pastors and staff are second to none.  I am truly blessed to be a part of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, and I am thankful for all of you.  
 It would be very easy to take for granted all that God has blessed me with.  I have a home to shel-
ter me, food to nourish me, work to challenge me and keep me humble, and an incredible husband, 
family and friends to love me.  I have prayer and faith to sustain me in times of sadness, grief, or frus-
tration.  I have a vast support network when times are tough for me, and I am blessed to be able to be 
strength for others when they are in need.  In food, clothes, possessions, time, and talents I have abun-
dance . . . . . . so that I can share with others  who have less.   
 In my own very personal life I am blessed to have a husband who share hopes, goals and dreams, 
and who has grown in faith with me for the past 21 years.  And I give thanks for two grown children 
who with their spouses have each chosen to live in the very same neighborhood that I do, so that I can 
actually stop over and get goodnight hugs and kisses from my grandchildren any night of the week that 
I want.  If wealth were measured by those hugs and kisses, I am the richest person in the world!   This 
life that the Lord has given me is very good, and I am forever thankful for God Amazing Grace!  
 

In thanks and praise to the Lord,  
 

Sandy Thompson  
Council President  

 

As each of you contemplates how the Lord has enriched your life, I pray that you will find new and 

generous ways to share that enrichment with your church, in your giving of time, talent and treasure.  

In all that you give, I truly believe that you will receive tenfold.  May God Bless your kindness and 

generosity with abundance that you cannot even imagine.  Thank you.  

“WEE WONDERS” MEETS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11TH   

Wee Wonders, a monthly Sunday School Class for parents and children (ages 0-3) meets again from 9:40 -10:30 a.m. on 

Sunday, December 11th in the Pederson Library.  Kim Magnusson is the class  facilitator along with Jamie Helfrich, who 

serves as classroom helper. 

The class consists of play, songs, and prayer for adults and little ones, as well as learning and conversation around this monthôs 

theme of how we practice loving others.  Grandparents, guardians, and foster parents are welcome, too!  We’re asking an 

adult be present with children when attending this class. 

If you are not receiving our cradle roll newsletter, Splash, please let the church office know as 0-3 years is our target age.  If 

you have questions, please call Kim Magnusson, (792-5153).  We hope to see you December 11th! 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR JAR   

Monies collected in October were sent to the CROP Walk and totaled $674.46.  Donations given in         

November will be used toward the  "ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯ"ÓÖÛÏÌÚɯ"ÓÖÚÌÛȭɯɯThanks to all of you for your goodness and  

generosity! 

The Love Your Neighbor Jar focus for December is ñElly McHan”.  Pastor McHan is serving the Evangelical    

Lutheran Church of Jordan and the Holy Land.  



December December 20112011     

“FICTIONAL CHARACTERS” BOOK CLUB 

The ñFictional Charactersò book club will meet on Thursday, December 8, at 7:00 pm in 

the Pederson Library.  We will be discussing ñThe Paper Bag Christmasò by Kevin Alan 

Milne. We always welcome new members to join our discussion group! 

Monday Womenõs Bible Study Meets in December 

You are all invited to be a part of the Trinity Womenõs Bible Study Monday, December 5th and 19th  

at 7:00 p.m. in the library.  If you have questions about the study, please call Pastor Laurie.   

Tuesday Evening Adult Bible Study Meets December 6 th !  

Join the Tuesday Evening Adult Bible Study Group on December 6 th  at Bill and Bev Schillaõs.  If you 

have questions, please call Bill or Bev. (784 -0416)   

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY  

"$-3$12ɯ.-ɯ #5$-3ɯ#$5.3(.- +ȮɯɁ,ÈÒÐÕÎɯ ÓÓɯ3ÏÐÕÎÚɯ-ÌÞɂ 

  

On November 27th, December 11th, & 18th, Adult Education will focus on the Advent devotional, Making All Things New.  Hav-

ÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÉÖÖÒɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÕÌÊÌÚÚÈÙàȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÍɯàÖÜɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯ×ÜÙÊÏÈÚÌɯÖÕÌȮɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÚÌÌɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÛÖÙÚɯÖÙɯÊÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÖÍÍÐÊÌȭɯɯ"ost is 

$6.00.  6ÌɀÓÓɯÔÌÌÛɯÐÕɯ%ÌÓÓÖÞÚÏÐ×ɯ'ÈÓÓɯÍÙÖÔɯƝȯƘƔ-10:30; just look for the rose -colored divider and signs.  Bring a Bible and a 

friend or two!!  

 

POINSETTIAS & CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS 

Itôs time once again to place orders for Poinsettias to beautify the Sanctuary for the Christmas 

Holidays. The choices this year are:  White, Pink & Maroon.  Look for order forms in the 

weekly worship bulletins, or call the church office (782-6200) to place your order. 

 

Poinsettia Order Deadline:   Monday, December 12th at NOON 
All other ñmemorials & special giftsò must be in by Tuesday, December 20th at noon. 

MIRIAM-DORCAS CIRCLE 

 

The Miriam-Dorcas Circle will meet on Wednesday, December 7th at  9:30  a.m. with Angie Thiede serving as our 

hostess.   New members are always welcome to join us! 



Festival Foods Receipts 
The youth will be collecting Festival Foods 

Receipts quarterly. The months for this quar-

ter are October, November, and December. 

All proceeds will go toward the Youth general 

Account. Keep the receipts coming, they 

really add up! 

YOUTH 

NEWS 

World Hunger and Lutheran World Relief Update 

The Sunday Students collected school supplies throughout the month of September. They made up 18 school kits to help with 

the Lutheran World Relief effort. 

The K-7th Sunday school classrooms also collected $126.98 for World Hunger. The classes that collected the most money were 

the 6th grade class which collected $62.50, the 4th grade class that collected $28.00, and the 7th grade class collected $22.72. A 

surprise treat will be given to the top classes on Sunday, December 4th. 

Meat Ball and Lefse Dinner Update. 

A ñBIGò Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make our ñMeatball and Lefseò dinner a success! We are very appre-

ciative to everyone who contributed their time and  donations for this important cause. Trinity raised $2834.00 towards their 

mission efforts. 

Christmas Program Rehearsal and Cookie Decorating 

We will be having our Christmas Program Rehearsal on Saturday, December 17th, starting at 9:00 for all preschool through 5th 

grade students. Following the rehearsal, there will be cookie decorating and crafts in the Fellowship Hall until 11:30. The Sun-

day School Christmas Program entitled ñThe Manger Seenò will be December 18th at the 10:45 service. 

Kwip Trip Gas/Gift Cards available at Trinity 

When shopping for your gift cards, consider a Kwik Trip gift card! Trinity will make 10%  towards youth fundraising efforts 

every time you purchase a card! Kwik Trip cards will be available for purchase soon in the Narthex and in the main office for 

$10 dollar and $25 dollars each. 

Christmas Caroling at the Onalaska Care Center 

All youth, parents, and grandparents are welcome to come Christmas caroling at the Onalaska Center and Laurel Manor Satur-

day, December 3rd from 1:30 ï 3:00. Anyone interested in playing an instrument or singing a solo, please let Reggie know. We 

will also be providing treats for the residents. If anyone is interested in making their favorite Christmas cookies or bars it would 

be greatly appreciated. All youth, please keep in mind that this is a service project you can get credit for when applying for 

Sugar Creek Scholarships. 

Christmas Eve Processional 

We are looking for Sunday school students who would like to participate in this yearôs 3:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service proces-

sional. We are looking for angels, wise men, lambs, shepherds, camel, acolytes, and cross bearers. Please see Reggie for  

details. 

 

Sunday School Reminder 

Just a reminder that there will be no Sunday school December 25th ï January 1st over the Christmas holiday. 



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1010 Sill Street 

La Crosse, Wisconsin  54603 
 

 

    RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

LA CROSSE, WI  54603 

PERMIT NO. 346 

IMPORTANT REMINDER FOR TRINITY MEMBERS  

Due to the new privacy regulations when you are hospitalized, it 

is important to indicate on your medical record that you not only 

are a member of Trinity Lutheran Church, La Crosse (there are  

several Trinity Churches in the area), but also that you would 

like the church notified when you are hospitalized.  Pastor  

Sandness or Pastor Laurie will make hospital visits on Monday,  

Wednesday and Friday each week.  In the event that someone is 

admitted through the Emergency Ward, it is important that a 

family member or friend contact the church. 

USHERS:         Saturday 5:30 P.M.          Sunday 8:30 A.M.                  Sunday 10:10 A.M. 

   

 

                                                         

FALL/WINTER/SPRING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

September brings the return of our regular worship schedule.  There will be no Saturday School this year, as all chil-

dren are encouraged to attend Sunday School on Sunday mornings from 9:35 to 10:30 a.m. We look forward to seeing 

their excited faces as they return to Sunday School. 

Worship services will be: 

 Saturday at  5:30 pm 

 Sunday mornings at 8:30 am (our radio broadcast service over WKTY 580 AM) and 10:45 am. 

Trinity Tidings is a monthly newsletter of Trinity Lutheran Church, 1010 Sill Street, La Crosse, Wisconsin  54603.  All visitors are welcome to worship 

with us each Saturday at 5:30 p.m. and Sundayôs at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.  Saturday night school is at 4:30 p.m. and Sunday school is at 9:35 a.m.   

Communion is on the first and third Sundays of the month at both worship services.  Summer worship (June - August) services are at 8:30 a.m. and  
10:00 a.m.  Stephan Sandness is the Pastor, Laurie Weis is the Associate Pastor and Reggie Lezpona is the Youth Director.   

The church office telephone number is (608) 782-6200. 

 

   WAFER ñFood of the Monthò 

              December - “Personal Hygiene Items ”  
           (rice, potato, stuffing of ñhelperò mixes)   

    

Please keep in mind there is an on-going need for 

items such as: Soups, paper products, and personal 

hygiene items. 

December 


